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WOMEN

Angela Sergio Cleary was born in Italy. Since her childhood
Angela has loved natural and artistic beauty. She had a
very special and unusual dream- she wanted to see America.
This dream of hers took hold of her completely. While at
school and while growing up she spent years devoting
herself to learning more and more about America, its people
and their world. As she reveals to BE’s Abhijit Ganguly-

At the age of 20, after finishing high school and after
working as a kindergarten teacher in a Catholic private
school in Monfalcone, I made the tough decision to leave
everything behind, job, friends, family and a world that
represented all I knew and loved, and I came to America
to take part in an amazing journey, a journey that made
my dreams become a reality.

It was not at all easy. But she realised from the beginning
that every hardship, every battle, every struggle was a way
to learn, to grow and to appreciate things more and
understand their value in a better way.

In October 2006, her life took an unexpected turn.

After a month of very mild and unpredictable symptoms
(problems with my right leg that lasted a few days, tingling
sensations in arms and hands, blurred vision and much,
much more), I started having a very severe headache,
something that I never had experienced before. The pain
was almost unbearable and it forced me to go to see a
primary doctor near home and made me  do an MRI. After

Angela – spreading the
fragrance of love and care

finding out that the MRI showed the presence of many
lesions, I found out that there was a chance that I had
Multiple Sclerosis, an autoimmune disease that kills the
myelin, the fatty substance that covers the nerves in our
brains. I was shocked and scared. I didn’t even have the
time to acknowledge that I had this disease and here it is,
making me face the reality of it.

As soon as she was able to stand up, to walk straight and
to keep her food down, she made learning and researching
on this disease the new job of her life. She made it part of
her daily routine and her desire to learn and be a part of
everything that went on in the field of research, allowed
her to feel empowered.

She has already had two major attacks. Angela has started
a new project called ‘Flowers 4 MS’ (www.Flowers 4
MS.com). Through the sale of these greetings cards, she
hopes to raise awareness and funds to aid research currently
underway at The Multiple Sclerosis Center at Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore, MD and the Southwestern Medical
Center in Dallas, TX.

I view flowers as a symbol of hope, beauty and life and I
feel they are the perfect representation of my dream, which
is finding a cure for Multiple Sclerosis and for all the
rare neurological diseases that are so similar to it.
Flowers bring joy and beauty in very simple, but wonderful
ways and they speak to everyone’s hearts through their
beauty.

Every
hardship,

every battle,
every struggle

is a way
to learn


